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No matter how you picture the perfect resort-style retreat, you’ll find it just 30 miles from DC at 

Potomac Shores. Escape to 2,000 rolling acres overlooking a Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course. 
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In the last issue of the RIDE Magazine there was an arti cle on 
page 2 discussing VRE’s recently completed System Plan.

  I am a planner by trade and believe that the most eff ecti ve way 
to improve the VRE System is accomplished through a well-
developed and executed system and strategic plan. I want you, 
our riders, to know that VRE staff  is working hard to improve 
your commute. We have listened to your concerns and com-
ments, and know that additi onal cars, trains, longer and second 
platf orms, and more stati on parking are needed to improve your 
commute.  

We also know that third tracks and other improvements are 
needed to garner more capacity from our host railroads in order 
to operate additi onal trains. Our goal is to improve the VRE 
System, your safety and commute. We are working diligently to 
secure the needed resources to make these system improve-
ments but as they say, everything worthwhile takes ti me. And 
that is especially true in the railroad business. 

Thank you for being a VRE rider and supporti ng  our plans to 
create an improved VRE. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC

 MOSCOW FESTIVAL 
BALLET - SWAN LAKE

SPRINGBREAKFEST FAIRFAX

APRIL 26th, 2014
9601 Ox Road, Lorton, VA 22079 

Springfest Fairfax is an Earth Day 
and Arbor Day celebration with 
eco-friendly exhibitors, food, 
games, pony-rides, a petting zoo, 
live entertainment, educational 
workshops, plant sales, and more.

        APRIL 4th, 2014
      Hylton Performing Arts 
Center, Manassas, VA 20110

A must-see for lovers of great ballet 
in the grand Russian tradition. In a 
tragic tale inspired by the ancient 
German legend of Odette, a prin-
cess is turned into a swan by an evil 
sorcerer’s curse. With its melodra-
matic plot twists, Petipa’s gorgeous 
choreography, Tchaikovsky’s in-
comparable score and resplendent 
costumes and sets, this timeless 
classic has been enjoyed by bal-
let enthusiasts and newcomers for 
generations. 

MAY 2nd to MAY 18th 
Castaways Repertory Theatre, 
Woodbridge VA, 22191.

This local community theater is 
known for such productions as My 
Fair Lady, Fiddler on the Roof, and 
The Importance of Being Earnest.  

Past productions have included 
The Miracle Worker, the Neil Simon 
comedy Barefoot in the Park, and 
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the 
Shrew, As You Like It,  and Macbeth.
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Whither We Are Tending
If we could first know where we are, 
and whither we are tending, we could 
better judge what to do, and how to do it. 
- Abraham Lincoln

In last month’s RIDE, we introduced 
you to the VRE System Plan that 
was adopted by the VRE Operations 

Board at its January 2014 meeting and subsequently approved by our parent 
organizations, the Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission 
and the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission.  The System Plan 
will serve as our roadmap for improving and expanding VRE service to meet 
increasing demands for ridership.

In this issue and the next few issues to come, we would like to share some of 
the details behind the plan and what it will mean to our riders.

VRE has experienced tremendous increases in ridership since service began 
in 1992.  After an initial growth spurt in our first four years to 7,600 weekday 
riders, ridership proceeded to grow.  We presently carry over 19,000 riders 
on a typical weekday with some days approaching 22,000.

While truly a success story, we are rapidly approaching the functional capaci-
ty limits of our three host railroads—CSX Transportation, Norfolk Southern, 
and Amtrak—to accommodate more trains, as well as our own constraints 
in terms of railcars, parking, and storage yards.  Based on agreements with 
our host railroads and with the improvements presently included in VRE’s 
FY2015-2020 Capital Improvement Program, analysis suggests that the 
current system will max out when ridership grows to about 25,000 weekday 
boardings.

One purpose behind the VRE system planning effort was to get a better 
understanding of where future ridership is tending so that we can judge what 
combination of projects will be necessary and how to best accomplish them 
in order accommodate growth beyond 25,000 boardings.

Not surprisingly, the conclusions of the system planning analysis indicate 
that by the year 2040 latent demand for VRE service would amount to at 
least 35,000 riders and might under the right conditions approach 48,000 
riders.

A railroad cannot accomplish the changes necessary to accommodate a 
doubling or more of its ridership overnight.  The VRE System Plan proposes 
a program of improvements to be carried out in a series of phases intended 
to first provide an immediate improvement in terms of reducing crowding 
and delays our present day riders sometimes incur, and then progressively 
add further capacity and performance enhancements that will ensure we are 
ready for the new riders when they come.

How VRE plans to accomplish this will be the subject of our upcoming RIDE 
articles.



 MOSCOW FESTIVAL 
BALLET - SWAN LAKE

MEET J. WALTER TEJADA
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 J. Walter Tejada was just 13 when his family arrived in New 
York City from El Salvador.
 
Tejada knew nothing about the language or culture, he said, 
but America was a place of new opportunity where his mother 
could work and escape the economic hardships they faced in 
their home country.
 
Now, decades later, Tejada and his family are living the Ameri-
can dream. As an elected official, he hopes to help other im-
migrants realize that very same dream. “I actually lived the 
immigrant experience and have seen the rewards that come 
from hard work and participating in the great opportunities 
this country offers,” Tejada said. “Part of my desire is to leave 
this world just a little better than how I found it. The part of 
local government that is so rewarding is we can actually affect 
someone’s life right here in our neighborhood for the better.”
 
Tejada joined the Arlington County Board in 2003 and re-
cently served as the board’s chairman. He is the newest mem-
ber of the Virginia Railway Express Operations Board, taking 
over for Chris Zimmerman, who stepped down from both the 
Arlington and VRE boards in February.
 
Since joining the Arlington board, Tejada has focused his 
attention on issues like public safety, affordable housing and 
healthy living- keeping transportation issues, “at an arm’s 
length,” he said. But with Arlington working on a proposed 
street car plan and public transit becoming an increasingly 
important piece of the region, Tejada said he felt it was time to 
get more involved. And, VRE was a perfect way to do so.
 
“I am delighted to join the very talented board VRE has,” 
Tejada said. “I am impressed with their breadth of knowledge 
and their camaraderie. One of the things I like is we don’t get 
wrapped up in our party affiliations and really focus on the 
issues - that is one of the most attractive components that mo-
tivates me to serve on VRE’s board.”
 
Tejada has a unique position on the VRE Board. Arlington is 
the sole VRE member jurisdiction with no residents that ride 
the service. Instead, he represents a locality with one of the 
system’s busiest destination stations.
 
“About 4,500 people use the Crystal City station because Ar-
lington is a job center,” he said. “It is a major destination and it 
is critical we have a voice in the funding, planning and opera-
tion of VRE.”

 

A proponent of public transit, Tejada said one of the first 
areas of VRE he wants to look into is public outreach and 
assuring everyone in the region is familiar with the sys-
tem, particularly young adults and minorities. Manassas 
in particular has a high Latino population, he said, and 
a VRE station right in its Old Town area. Tejada said he 
wants to look into Public Service Announcements with 
Latino media, public forums or even marketing materials 
that are presented in multiple languages.  
 
While Tejada wants to entice more people to ride VRE, he 
also recognizes the challenges VRE faces with growth.
 
“I think it is an enormously bright future for the VRE,” 
Tejada said. “On the one hand we want to reach out to as 
many residents as possible…but at the same time we need 
to be ready to handle the capacity.”
 
As a member of the VRE board, Tejada hopes to help ad-
dress issues like parking shortages at certain stations and 
limited storage space for additional train cars. He also 
wants to improve the actual stations, making the overall 
experience better for riders. 
 
While Tejada may be new to the VRE board, he has had 
years of experience serving on other boards both across 
the region and the state. Under former Gov. Mark R War-
ner, Tejada served as the first chairman of the Virginia 
Latino Advisory Commission. 

Currently, he serves on the Virginia Association of Coun-
ties’ Board of Directors, the board of directors for the La-
tino civil rights and advocacy organization the National 
Council of La Raza and on the Metropolitan Washington 
Council of Governments’ Human Services and Public 
Safety Policy Committee, to name a few.
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New Bus - Crystal City to Courthouse 
Have the Blue Line Blues?

Traveling between Crystal City and Courthouse?

Take ART 43 instead!

Starting March 31 you have a new option to get you from Crystal City to Courthouse -- ART 43. 
This new bus route will run every 20 minutes during morning and evening rush hours from 5:55 
am – 9:32 am and 3:20 pm – 7:17 pm.

The route will have a limited number of stops to make travel 
time even faster. Stops are the Crystal City VRE Station, Crys-
tal City Metro, Rosslyn Metro and Courthouse Metro. Visit 
arlingtontransit.com to view the ART 43 schedule and learn 
more.

Traveling to Rosslyn?

Metrobus will also 
be introducing two 
new routes on March 
31, the 10R and 10S, 
which will travel be-
tween Crystal City and 
Rosslyn. 

Between the ART 43, 
Metrobus 10R and 10S, 
service from Crystal 
City to Rosslyn will be 
provided, on average, 
every 10 minutes. 

Visit wmata.com to 
view the 10R and 10S 
schedules.

Hop on a bus and en-
joy the scenery as you 
travel to your destina-
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The Eastern Bluebird, Sialia sialis, is a small 
thrush found in open woodlands, farmlands and 
orchards, and most recently can be spotted in sub-
urban areas up and down the east coast.

Adult males are bright blue on top and have a red-
dish brown throat and breast. Adult females have 
lighter blue wings and tail, a brownish throat and 
breast and a grey crown and back. Eastern Blue-
birds are found east of the Rockies, southern Can-
ada to the Gulf States and southeastern Arizona 
to Nicaragua.

The bright blue breeding plumage of the male, 
easily observed on a wire or open perch, fluttering 
down to the mowed grass to capture a grasshop-
per, cricket or beetle makes this species a favorite 
of bird watchers. 

Here’s What You’ll Need:
One 4-foot 1-inch x 6-inch rough cedar 
board, 
One 10-1/2-inch x 10-inch rough cedar 
board,
2-inch finishing nails, 1-5/8-inch galvanized 
deck screws, 
8 feet of ¾-inch conduit and two screws.
Recommended Tools: 
Table saw., Power drill

other side to the back with three 2-inch finishing nails.

5. Cut about 1/2 inch off each corner of the floor to provide drainage. 
Position the floor 1/4 inch up from the bottom of the nest box. (Recess-
ing the floor helps keep the box dry.) Attach the floor with 2-inch finish-
ing nails on the front, back and right side. Do not use nails through the 
"hinged" left side or you won't be able to open it.

6. Drill a hole on the hinged side 2 inches up from the bottom and 1/2 
inch in from the side. Drill at a slight downward angle, going through 
the front of the house and into the side. Make the hole large enough 
for a double-headed nail to slip in and out easily. Insert the nail to hold 
the side door closed. Align the roof flush with the back and attach with 
1-5/8-inch deck screws (drill pilot holes first).

7. The nest box is ready to mount. Keep the entrance hole about 5 feet 
above ground. The Bluebird Society recommends attaching it to a smooth 
round pipe, rather than on a tree or fence. Face the box away from pre-
vailing winds and towards a tree or shrub.

1. Use a full width of a 4-foot 1-inch x 6-inch rough cedar 
board. Drill a 1-1/2-inch entrance hole in the front piece with 
a spade bit. In areas where mountain bluebirds reside, drill 
the entrance hole 1-9/16 inches. Center the hole about 1-1/2 
inches from the top of the board.

2. Starting about 1/2 inch below the entrance hole, make three 
shallow cuts about 1/4 inch apart on both sides of the front 
board. On a table saw, set the blade at 1/8 inch deep and use 
the saw's miter gauge to cut the notches. Flip the piece over 
and make identical cuts on the other side. If you want the 
front board to fit flush with the roof, cut an optional angle 
along the top edge by tilting the table saw blade 12°.

3. Position the sides flush with the top of the front board. Fas-
ten the right side to the front with two 2-inch finishing nails. 
Fasten the left side to the front with a 1-5/8-inch deck screw 
near the top (drill a pilot hole first). Be careful not to over-
tighten this screw because it will serve as a hinge for the side 
door.

4. Cut an optional 12° angle along the top edge of the back 
piece if you want it to meet flush with the roof. Then place the 
assembled front and sides on top of the back piece, leaving 
the top of the back board 1/4 inch higher than the sides. The 
space provides ventilation. Turn the box over and attach the 
back to the left side of the box (the one with the "hinge") with a 
1-5/8-inch deck screw. Drill a pilot hole first directly opposite 
the screw on the front (this ensures proper hinge action) and 
fasten with a screw. Again, don't make it too tight. Secure the        RIDE Magazine / March 2014    5  

How to Build a Bluebird Nestbox

Food: Approximately two-thirds of the diet 
of an adult eastern bluebird consists of in-
sects and other invertebrates. The remainder 
of the bird's diet is made up of wild fruits. 
Favored insect foods include grasshoppers, 
crickets, katydids, and beetles. Other food 
items include earthworms, spiders, milli-
pedes, centipedes, sow bugs and snails.

Bluebirds feed by perching on a high point, 
such as a branch or fence post, and swooping 
down to catch insects on or near the ground. 
The availability of a winter food source will 
often determine whether or not a bird will 
migrate. If bluebirds do remain in a region 
for the winter, they will group and seek cov-
er in heavy thickets, orchards, or other areas 
in which adequate food and cover resources 
are available. If you want to attract these 
species, put crunched-up peanuts in a feeder 
about four feet off the ground.

Habitat and importance of nestboxes in con-
servation: Eastern bluebirds prefer to nest in 
woodlands where cavity holes excavated by 
a previous species will serve as their home. 
These woodlands must be near clearings or 
meadows because this is the preferred hunt-
ing ground of the species. River or creek ac-
cess is an added benefit and preferred. Keep 
these things in mind when placing a nestbox 
on your property.

Determined bluebird lovers may wish to pay 
attention to nestbox size (overly large boxes 
can invite deadly raids by non-native Com-
mon Starlings). The entrance hole should be 
1 1/2" diameter for Eastern Bluebirds, and 
the box should have good ventilation. Active 
and/or passive pest control is also greatly 
useful against non-native House Sparrows 
-- these are small enough to enter bluebird 
boxes and kill bluebirds, destroy nests. 



Operation Lifesaver Inc. is Turning Up the Volume 
on its Anti-Trespassing Message
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Originally appeared in ProgressiveRailroading.com. (http://www.progressiverailroading.com/
safety/article/Operation-Lifesaver-Inc-is-turning-up-the-volume-on-its-antitrespassing-mes-
sage--39179)

By Julie Sneider, Associate Editor, Progressive Railroading

For Joyce Rose, the most frustrating part of her work is knowing 
the number of people being killed by trains is increasing.

According to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), railroad 
trespasser deaths climbed 18.7 percent during the first 10 months 
of 2013 compared with the same 2012 period. Although the FRA's 
Office of Safety Analysis isn’t expected to report 2013’s total number 
until March, the trend for 2013 doesn't look good. There were 426 
trespasser fatalities from January through October 2013, compared 
with 428 for all of 2012.

As president and chief executive officer of Operation Lifesaver Inc. 
(OLI), Rose leads the national office of the nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to end collisions, deaths and injuries at highway 
rail crossings and on rail property. Rose can't say for certain why 
fatalities are on the rise. Part of the reason could be that there are 
more trains on the move, with freight railroads serving a recovering 
economy and passenger trains transporting riders in record num-
bers.

What Rose does know for certain is that she and Operation Lifesaver 
have their work cut out for them. To that end, Operation Lifesaver 
officials hope to turn up the volume on the rail-safety message this 
year through "a very big," national public- safety advertising cam-
paign that will use television, radio, billboard, print and social media 
to get the word out on rail safety.

OLI has partnered with the Association of American Railroads 
(AAR) to present the campaign, which Rose anticipates will kick 
off in early spring. The organizations began collaborating on it last 
summer because of the "stubbornness of the trespassing problem," 
she says.

The campaign's "See tracks? Think train!" catch phrase will alert 
people to stay off rail property. Although the message will target the 
general population, the campaign will have its own dedicated website 
and be "very social-media oriented" in an effort to appeal to younger 
people, she says.

The national campaign also will be a departure for Operation Life-
saver, which historically has relied on grassroots communications via 
volunteers giving face-to-face presentations to community groups, 
schools and emergency response personnel. Those grassroots efforts 
continue, but will be reinforced by the national campaign.

The effort is OLI's latest attempt to increase the ways in which it 

spreads the rail-safety word. Since Rose took over as its top 
executive in December 2013, OLI also has made progress in 
stabilizing its funding, and recruiting and educating a new 
crop of volunteers. 

"We are encouraged by how many new people who weren't 
associated with the program have gone online to become an 
Operation Lifesaver Authorized Volunteer," Rose says. "We’re 
getting younger people to volunteer and expand our ranks."

Moreover, OLI has stepped up its use of social media, with 
profiles on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and Instagram.

"Our Facebook 'Likes' are over 6,000 — and we were over 
3,000 in 2012, so we've doubled. And Twitter, which we 
started new in 2012, went from a few hundred to over 2,000 
followers," she says, adding that many state Operation Life-
saver chapters have increased their use of social media, as 
well.

Another way OLI educates the public on rail safety is by 
discouraging photographers, advertisers, television programs 
and other forms of media from using images that show tres-
passers walking or standing on railroad property.

"I write a lot of letters," Rose says.

One of her latest targets is Kiloo Games, the Denmark-
based maker of "Subway Surfers," a video game app in which 
cartoon characters surf on railroad tracks and try to dodge 
oncoming trains. Rose has written to Kiloo officials, asking if 
they would consider modifying or taking down the app. The 
company has not responded to her request, she says.

Not all of Rose's letters go unanswered, however. OLI 
recently entered into an agreement with the Professional 
Photographers of America (PPA) to inform photographers 
about the danger associated with taking photos on railroad 
property without the railroads’ permission. 

"We have a real problem with photographers on rail rights 
of way," she says. "People love to take a selfie on a railroad 
track. Or, we’ll see a professional photographer take photos 
of families, high school classes — even a baby in a basket — 
on the track."

OLI’s other accomplishments in 2013 included an increased 
role in the transit-safety arena. Rose served on a committee 
to advise the Federal Transit Administration on proposed 
new transit-safety rules.
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Get MOVIN’ ON UP to Van Metre before 
this OFFER ends!  UPGRADE  your life with 
a new HANDCRAFTED HOME during the 
month of MARCH and DOUBLE UP on 
savings!  Choose any 2 PACKAGES that 
suit your lifestyle before March 31st!* 

got GAME?

The Estates at Bull Run Golf Club is good for you.

Luxury Estates with Wooded 
and Golf Course Views Available 
• Resort-Style Neighborhood from the Mid $700’s
• Owner’s Suite and Secondary Bedrooms on 1st Floor
• Customize at our Award-Winning Design Studio
Phone: 703-764-5443 
3701 Tanyard Ln, Haymarket, VA 20169.

www.VanMetreHomes.com

*Offer valid on contracts written between 3/3 - 3/31/14. This is a limited time offer, subject to change and may be 
withdrawn at the discretion of Van Metre Homes without prior notice and may not be used in conjunction with any other 

discount. Prices subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. For more details, see Sales Manager. 3/2014.

Check out our new VM Digital Short!

VAN-A-14-045 RideVRE_BullRn_7'5x4'82c_v03.indd   1 3/12/14   5:06 PM
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Kari Anne Brewton, her husband Andrew M. Brewton and their son 
Justi n Brewton have uti lized the train for the last six years.
 

Kari works at MCJROTC, in Quanti co VA and at the Pentagon and com-
mutes from Fredericksburg/Leeland Road to Quanti co and Crystal City.

“My enti re family has benefi ted from the use of VRE and my six year old 
son loves the Santa Train every year. I get to relax and I don’t have to worry 
about I-95 traffi  c and most of the ti me the trains are very dependable. 
VRE provides those who do not want to brave the traffi  c on I-95 to get up 
north and also for tourists that might want to visit north of Fredericksburg 
and not drive.”



VDOT LAUNCHES NEW NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
COMMUTER TOOLS ON 511 
  
Commuters on I-395 and 95 now have a new web tool designed to make 
their daily trips a little easier. Th e Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) recently launched new features for commuters on its 511 mobile 
app and website at http://www.511virginia.org/nova.
    
Users can click the direct link or the "Northern Va. I-95/395" tab from the 
main page to see:

 * Current travel times in the HOV lanes versus the regular lanes
 * Park-and-ride locations, number of spaces and by what time a lot is typically full
 * Schedules and bus stops for PRTC buses 
 * Real-time travel information for VRE routes
 * Whether the HOV lanes are open to traffi  c or closed

Th e enhancements are part of VDOT's program to ease congestion during construction of the 95 Express Lanes. 
Th e new web tool is Virginia's fi rst integrated corridor management (ICM) initiative - technologies used to en-
hance multi-modal transportation operations in the I-95/395 corridor - to launch.
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Get MOVIN’ ON UP to Van Metre before 
this OFFER ends!  UPGRADE  your life with 
a new HANDCRAFTED HOME during the 
month of MARCH and DOUBLE UP on 
savings!  Choose any 2 PACKAGES that 
suit your lifestyle before March 31st!*

got CITY-STYLE?

Olde Towne Square is good for you.

New, Hip City-style Garage 
Towns from the low $300’s 
• Urban-inspired exteriors with modern, spacious designs
• Just a short walk to the VRE and Historic Manassas

Phone: 703-764-5447 
9407 Zebedee St, Manassas, VA 20110.

www.VanMetreHomes.com

*Offer valid on contracts written between 3/3 - 3/31/14. This is a limited time offer, subject to change and may be 
withdrawn at the discretion of Van Metre Homes without prior notice and may not be used in conjunction with any other 
discount. Prices subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. For more details, see Sales Manager. 3/2014.

Check out our new VM Digital Short!
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Contact VRE
If you have a complaint, compliment, 
service issue or any other issue, we 
want to hear from you. You can call 
Passenger Support at (703) 684-1001 
(7 a.m. – 7 p.m. M-F) or send an 
email to Gotrains @vre.org.”
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ACROSS
 1 Lava source
 6 The Dalai __
 10 Bench plank
 14 Caravan beast
 19 Mystiques
 20 Cut and paste
 21 Evening, in  

advertising
 22 “Cradle of Texas 

Liberty”
 23 Agitates
 24 Informal opposite  

of “is”
 25 Make eyes at
 26 Snake venom, e.g.
 27 Toured a northeastern 

state successfully
 31 Planet discovered  

in 1781
 32 $ values
 33 MPG monitor
 34 Lifework
 37 To __ (precisely)
 38 Nickname preceder, 

perhaps
 39 __ de deux (ballet 

dance)
 42 Emphatic approval
 43 Northeastern state 

overrun with hoppers
 48 Two Declaration 

signers
 49 Sound-system 

component
 50 That thing’s
 51 Blondie kid
 52 Pro-__ (some tourneys)
 53 Overtake again
 54 Software for 

smartphones
 56 Completely opposite
 57 Robin Hood’s hangout
 58 Air-pressure meas.
 59 Bewail

 60 Mid-Atlantic state 
orchardist’s nightmare

 65 Warehouse boxes
 66 CPR expert
 67 Calvin Klein 

contemporary
 68 Doesn’t include
 69 Dairy delivery
 71 Tightened, with “up”
 72 Close to the ground
 75 Fr. miss
 76 Menu phrase
 77 Author A.J. who read 

all of the Britannica
 78 24-karat
 79 Southwestern state 

taxed a bit
 83 Strings of India
 84 Since Jan. 1
 85 OJ containers
 86 Proper function
 87 Sound of a grilling
 88 Inhabitant: Suff.
 89 Cardinal point
 90 Montezuma’s captor
 93 Northeastern state 

workers tyrannized
 101 Accumulate
 102 Sad sound
 103 Flamboyant
 104 Cape Cod town
 105 Intact
 106 Analogous
 107 Look to be
 108 Made known
 109 Game-show gear
 110 Cinderella’s horses, 

after midnight
 111 Ending like -let
 112 Folgers rival

DOWN
 1 Counterpart of fem.
 2 Camera setting
 3 Toothy look

 4 Theater features
 5 Guarantees
 6 Have down cold
 7 French farewell
 8 Looks after
 9 Routing abbr.
 10 Cold-weather 

constructions
 11 Ease
 12 Wherein the world  

is flat
 13 Abound
 14 Unwitting victim
 15 Hawaiian “shalom”
 16 Long skirt
 17 Kuwaiti ruler
 18 Solitary
 28 Auditory sense
 29 Absorb eagerly
 30 Diminutive dogs
 34 Bubbly drink
 35 “Pardon me”
 36 Bakery products
 37 Airborne defenses, 

for short
 38 Aardvark’s entrée
 39 Common allergen
 40 Industrialist  

Hammer
 41 Kin of culottes
 43 Adrien of cosmetics
 44 Rental agreement
 45 Relay-race finale
 46 Canine cry
 47 Naval clerk
 49 Cops’ quarries
 53 They’re shown to 

trainees
 54 Beast of burden
 55 Preakness Stakes 

racetrack
 56 Betrayed fright
 57 Plump up
 58 SF clock setting
 59 Harp ancestors

 60 Band on a sleeve
 61 Performed perfectly
 62 Printer’s widths
 63 Composer Copland
 64 Dance from Cuba
 65 All nestled in
 69 Yellowstone beasts
 70 Tank filler
 71 Disconcert
 72 Skating leap
 73 Spoken
 74 Had been

 76 Played a role
 77 Casts aside
 78 Neighborhood  

eatery
 80 Measures of 

brainpower
 81 Biblical language
 82 Country singer Cash
 83 Short breaks
 87 R-V hookup
 88 Emanate
 89 Sushi mushroom

 90 Proofreader’s mark
 91 Duo times four
 92 Reason partner
 93 Glinda’s creator
 94 It means  

“everything”
 95 Santa’s toy holder
 96 Mosque leader
 97 RSVP enclosure
 98 Become sour
 99 Difficult journey
 100 Bubbly drink
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Although visible to the naked eye, 
URANUS (31 Across) was not  
recognized as a planet before 1781,  
because of its dimness and relative-
ly slow orbit.  The two LEES (48 
Across) who signed the Declaration 
of Independence were both 
Virginians: Francis Lightfoot Lee 
and his brother Richard Henry 
Lee.  A.J. JACOBS (77 Across)  
recounts his reading of the 33,000+ 
pages of Encyclopaedia Britannica 
in the 2004 book The Know-It-All.

You can contact puzzle editor  
Stanley Newman at www.
StanXwords.com. Or write him at 
P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, 
NY 11762. Please send a self-
addressed, stamped envelope if 
you’d like a reply.

3/30/14
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OFF
HALF

N O W  P L A Y I N G

IN A LAND,
FILLED WITH NUMEROUS OPTIONS,

ONLY ONE HOMEBUILDER  
CAN OFFER TWICE AS MUCH.

A PRESENTATION BY D.R. HORTON FEATURING 50% OFF ALL OPTIONS FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY.**

www.DRHorton.com/VA

*AS REPORTED BY BUILDER MAGAZINE. PRICES, SPECIFICATIONS, DELIVERY DATES AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE OR OBLIGATION. FURNISHINGS NOT INCLUDED. TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL, MARKET CHANGES AND AVAILABILITY. **RECEIVE UP TO 50% OFF OF SELECT OPTIONS ON TO-BE-BUILT HOMES IN D.R. HORTON’S VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND COMMUNITIES ONLY. OFFER VALID 
ON CONTRACTS WRITTEN BETWEEN FEBRUARY 24, 2014 AND APRIL 15, 2014 WHICH ARE SIGNED BY D.R. HORTON AND CLOSE. USE OF THIS INCENTIVE WITH ANY CUSTOMER INCENTIVES IS SOLELY AT THE DISCRETION OF 

D.R. HORTON. SEE A COMMUNITY SALES MANAGER FOR DETAILS AND RESTRICTIONS. SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE OR OBLIGATION. MHBR #535 EXPIRES: 4/15/2014.

*

Receive up to 50% off options on a D.R. Horton home!**

NOW PLAYING AT:

LIBERTY MANOR  
IN WOODBRIDGE
ALL-NEW DESIGNS!
Single Family Homes  

from the $400’s 

Phone: 703.590.3555

Communities open Mon. 1pm - 6pm, Tues. - Sat. 10am - 6pm, and Sun. 12pm - 6pm.

LYNDAM HILL II IN LORTON
ALL-NEW HOMES COMING SOON!
Single Family Homes and Townhomes  
from the upper $300’s 
Phone: 571.723.0878

OCCOQUAN HEIGHTS  
IN OCCOQUAN
GRAND OPENING!
Luxury Townhomes 

from the upper $300’s 

Phone: 571.723.0879
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